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Concept of Urbanism

 Urbanism is the study of how population of urban areas, such as towns and 

cities, interact with the built environment. It is a main component of specialties, for 

example, urban planning, is the practice focusing on the physical design and 

management of urban structures and urban sociology, which is the academic field 

of study.

 Many architects, planners and sociologists explore how people live in densely 

populated urban areas. There is a wide range of theories and different 

approaches to the study of urbanization. However, in some international contexts, 

urban areas are synonymous with urban planning, and “urban” refers to urban

planning.

 The urbanization of the early 20th century was associated with a rise in central 

industrialization, mixed-use neighborhoods, social organizations and networks, 

and what was described as the “convergence of political, social and economic 

citizenship.

 Urbanization can be understood as the authoring process, the establishment of 

the city-level identity, but as early as 1938, Lewis Wirth wrote that it is necessary 

to stop “determining the urbanization of the physical entity of the city,” bypassing 

the “arbitrary line” and consider how technological developments in the area of 

transportation and communications has greatly expanded the urban lifestyle 

beyond the city limits itself.

 Urbanism refers to the distinctive social and cultural patterns that develop in cities. 

“City,’’ ‘‘urban site,” “urban society,” and “urbanization” are often used to refer to 

the physical structures as well as the social activities in an urban society. 

 Cities have always been key sites for trans cultural connections such as local and 

long distance trade and the transmission of innovations. They further have been 

the centers where political and economic power relations are instituted and 

maintained. Within urban centers multiple cultures develop, interact, and create 

social change.
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Urbanism is not a monolithic term, but one that is complex, multifaceted, and 

centrally placed in history. When discussing urbanism, Deitrick and Ellis (2004: 427–8) 

present a long list of key patterns that dominate urban areas. 

 The first pattern they refer to is the creation of metropolitan regions that are 

composed of a structured hierarchy of cities, towns, villages, and 

neighborhoods. They recognize patterns revitalizing city centers with 

interconnected streets that are friendly to pedestrians and cyclists. 

 They further argue that there is a very careful placement of unaesthetic 

structures such as garages and parking spaces with a transit oriented 

development. Well designed buildings and gathering places along with high 

quality parks and conservation lands are used to define and connect 

neighborhoods and districts.

 Finally, there is respect for local history and regional character in new 

architectural development. This can be particularly observed in 

neighborhoods that retain the character of their traditional inhabitants. 

 Thus, we have Little Italy in the North End in Boston, or Chinatown in the 

middle of New York City and San Francisco, Astoria in New York, Soho in 

London, and so on. Interestingly, the nature of those neighborhoods and 

how they are viewed by the population have tremendous historical and 

ethnic/racial significance. For instance, visiting Chinatown or Little Italy is a 

night out on the town as opposed to visiting Roxbury, a low income, 

economically depressed, black dominated neighborhood in Boston.

 Others claim that urbanism is a cluster of variables. Cowgill (2004) defines 

a city as a permanent settlement within the larger territory occupied by a 

society considered home by a significant number of residents whose

activities, roles, practices, experiences, identities, and attitudes differ 

significantly from those of other members of the society who identify most 

closely with ‘‘rural’’ lands outside such settlements. Beyond the structure of 

the city, he theorized about individuals and their practices, interests, and 

emotions; the extent to which the first cities were deliberately created rather 

than merely emerging as byproducts of increasing sociopolitical complexity; 

the internal structure of cities and the interplay of top down planning and 

bottom up self organization; social, economic, and political relations between 
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cities and their hinterlands; interactions of cities with their physical 

environments; and the difficult ‘‘city state’’ concept.

Globalization and Urbanism

 The city is a place where people typically lead in economic and technological 

developments as well as artistic and intellectual experiments. Foreigners 

and endogenous extramodal cultural elements contribute to the creative 

potential of these innovations.

 Migration patterns have changed dramatically in the past two to three 

decades due to many socioeconomic and political changes that have 

occurred globally. 

 The new waves of migrants stem from many Asian and African countries, as 

well as from Central and Eastern Europe and South and Central America. 

 The great numbers of migrants from such diverse backgrounds and 

differences in lifestyle, with heterogeneous habits, food, clothing, music, film, 

dance, and literature, have instigated a shift of research focus in race, class, 

ethnicity, age, and gender. 

 They have also become involved in the construction of new political spaces 

that cross conventional boundaries between nations and ethnic groups.

Racial Segregation and Urbanism

 Although urbanism involves different patterns of cohabitation between groups, 

some kind of segregation exists almost in every city.

 For example, most North American cities remain deeply segregated by race, 

economic status, or ethnic affinity. Although overt racism has decreased over the 

last 30 years, racial segregation continues to be a persistent feature of North 

American cities. Economic segregation continues, sometimes acting as a proxy 

for racial segregation, strengthened by ideologies justifying ‘‘neighborhood 

protection.’’ 

 Ethnic enclaves persist as protective way stations for recent immigrants as well as 

distinctive and valued urban neighborhoods.

 A host of other problems, such as the lack of both public services and private 

enterprise in inner city black, Hispanic/Latino, or Chinese neighborhoods, have 

persisted in part because of this segregation. 
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 The challenge today is to address the legacy of nearly a century of institutional 

practices that supported racial and ethnic ghettos deep in our urban demography. 

Specifically, the practices of mortgage lenders and property insurers may have 

done more to shape housing patterns than bald racism ever did (Squires 1999).

 In 1989, Urban Institute researchers found that the dual housing markets are 

perpetuated by racial steering, insurance decisions, and other forms of disparate 

treatment of minorities such as concentrating public housing in central city 

locations and financing highways to facilitate suburban development. Dismantling 

cities’ dual housing markets will require appropriate political strategies that 

address the structural causes.

Principles of urbanism

Walkability

 Most things are within a 10-minute walk from home and work.

 Pedestrian (streets; parking lots; street parking; hidden parking; garage in the 

back corridor; narrow, slow streets) are designed in a friendly way.

 Pedestrian streets free of cars in special cases.

Connectivity

 The network of interconnected street network disperses traffic and facilitates 

walking.

 A hierarchy of narrow streets, boulevards and alleys.

 A high quality pedestrian and public network makes walking enjoyable.

Mixed-Use & Diversity

 A mix of shops, offices, apartments and homes on site. 

 Mixed use within neighborhoods, indoor and outdoor.

 Variation of people – of ages, income levels, cultures, and races.

Mixed Housing

 An extent of types, sizes and prices in closer proximity.

Quality Architecture & Urban Design

 Emphasis on beauty, human comfort and the creation of a sense of place; a special 

situation for civil uses and sites within the community.

 Architecture within the human range and beautiful surroundings nourish the human 

soul.

Traditional Neighborhood Structure
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 Clear center and edge.

 Public space at center.

 The importance of the quality of the public domain. Open public space designed as 

a civil art.

 Contains a range of uses and densities within 10-minute walk

Increased Density

 More buildings, residences, shops and services are close to each other to facilitate 

walking, to enable more efficient use of services and resources, and to create a 

more comfortable and enjoyable place to live.

 The new urban design principles are applied in a full range of density from small 

cities to large cities.

Green Transportation

 A network of high quality trains connecting cities, towns, and neighborhoods 

together.

 The pedestrian design encourages greater use of bicycles, skis, scooters, and 

walking as a daily means of transportation.

Sustainability

 Minimum environmental impact of development and its processes.

 Environmentally friendly technologies, respect for ecology and the value of natural 

systems.

 Energy efficiency.

 Less use of non-renewable fuels.

 More local production.

 More walking, less driving.

Quality of Life

These combined add up to a high quality of life worthy of living, creating places that 

enrich, elevate, and inspire the human soul.

Benefits of urbanism

 High quality of life.

 Better places to live, work and play.

 Higher and more stable property values.

 Reduce traffic congestion and lack of driving.

 A healthier lifestyle with more walking, less stress.
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 Close to the retail street and the main services.

 Close to cycling trails, parks and nature.

 Pedestrian communities offer more opportunities to get to know others in the 

neighborhood and the city, leading to meaningful relationships with a larger 

number of people, and a friendly town.

 More freedom and independence for children, the elderly and the poor in the 

ability to access jobs, entertainment and services without the need for a car or 

someone to lead.

 Large savings for residents and school boards in reducing transportation costs 

from children who can walk or bicycling to neighborhood schools.

 More diversity, smaller shops and unique services with local owners involved 

in the community.

 Significant savings by driving less and owning fewer cars.

 Less ugly, crowded congestion to deal with every day; better sense of place 

and identity of the community in a more unique structure.

 More open space to enjoy; more efficient use of tax funds with less spending 

on the deployment of facilities and roads.
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